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isso. accepted from the Queen the duty of forming an
Administration, I forthwith resolved that I would
not as a Minister either repeat or even defend any
argument or polemical language in regard to more
than one foreign Powerl which I had used indi-
vidually when in a position of greater freedom and
less responsibility." The Emperor of Austria said,
"This is the letter of an English gentleman." A
vivacious young Tory2 pronounced it to be "shame-
ful and shameless." But perhaps the best defence
of it was Lord Salisbury's attack. Lord Salisbury
was surprised that the Emperor should have been
so easily satisfied. For Mr. Gladstone "only
promised, in recognition of the assurance given
by Count Karolyi that Austria did not desire
to advance beyond where she now stood, that he
would not renew the accusation." A great man
can do what a small man cannot, and Mr, Gladstone
was too great to stand upon his dignity when he
could secure his object, which in this case was the
Concert of Europe.

The troubles of the Government in the House
of Commons began before the Prime Minister could
take Ms seat on re-election for Midlothian. During
the preliminary process of swearing Members,
Mr. Bradlaugh, junior Member for Northampton,
y s. claimed to make an affirmation of allegiance instead
of an oath, which would, he said, have as an oath
no binding effect upon his conscience. He had
tbeen permitted on that ground to affirm in courts
of law, and he maintained that what he could do
there he could do in Parliament Inasmuch as the
legal point was doubtful and depended upon the
construction of three statutes, it might well have
been left to the Judges. Mr. Speaker Brand

1  Mr. Gladstone afterwards explained that this was an allusion to

Russia.

2  Lord Oeorge Hamilton.